
 

The London Working Spaniel Society Health and 
Safety Policy 

 
Risk Assessment for Organised Shooting Activities involved with Field Trials 2020 -2021 season 
 
This document applies to Field Trial and Test Secretaries, organisers, competitors, helpers and those 
involved in promoting Field Trial, Gundog Working Test and other club activities, such as training. 

COVID 19  

Each individual entering any field trial or working test has the primary responsibility for his or her own 

health and wellbeing and any risk factors relating to age or health, or health of close contacts, should 

be considered before entering an event. 

Government guidelines on social distancing, in force at the time, must be adhered to when entering, 

travelling to and whilst at the trial.  

Unless pre-arranged with the FTS, there will be no handling of entry forms, cheques, or cash on the day 

of the trial or test, all payments should be made via cheque in advance.  

An LWSS Covid Safety Officer will identified at each pre-test/trial briefing  

Entries: Paper entry form as usual, please. Early entries are encouraged to allow for quarantining of all 

paperwork before the draw. Use separate forms and cheques for each trial made payable to: The London 

Working Spaniel Society.                                                                   

Draws will be Emailed, if possible, or returned by mail to those who include a S.A.E with their entry.  

Schedules and entry forms are available to download on the website 

(www.thelondonworkingspanielsociety.co.uk). 

Field trial Cards will be issued via email in advance to all competitors. Please ensure your email address 

is on the entry form. The FT sec will also have a copy on display for you to take a photo of on the day of 

the event should you wish 

The site-specific risk assessment (including arrangements to minimize risk of transmission of COVID 19) 

will be prepared for each trial and it will be available on the LWSS website with a copy being held by 

the FTS on the day of the event 

Any individual not following Government Guidelines, or who is deemed to be putting the safety of 

others at risk will be asked to leave the trial ground 

• Competitors must provide their own face mask and hand sanitiser to use at appropriate 
times and must retain and dispose of their PPE at home. No littering of the ground.  

• The society will provide sanitized numbered armbands, if competitors wish to use their own, 
this will be allowed provided the competitor’s correct running number is displayed clearly. 
Please note our club sponsor Skinners pet food are offering free arm bands to FT 
competitors.  

http://www.thelondonworkingspanielsociety.co.uk/


• Spectators are discouraged, except when their attendance has been pre-arranged and 
agreed by the FTS.  Competitors must make their own arrangements for any second dogs in 
advance of the trial. 

• Competitors must be aware that if they, or anyone in their household, has Covid-19 related 
symptoms or has tested positive for Covid-19 they must not attend the event and  should 
self- isolate in line with Government advice.  They should immediately inform the FTS 

• Competitors must not attend a Field Trial if they reside in an area covered by a local down 
enforced by the Government. If your area goes into lock down please contact the FT sec 
immediately. 

• In the 2020 season, no LWSS trophies will be presented 

GENERAL NON COVID-19 RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH FIELD TRIALS AND WORKING TESTS  

A. Possible Hazards 
1. Personal injury resulting from the intended or accidental discharge of a shotgun 

driven or falling shot, noise or blast. 
2. Slips and falls on ground that may be wet, uneven, sloping or marshy. 
3. Hazards associated with the crossing of water courses, hedges and fences, other 

natural and man-made obstacles. Whether shooting, beating, picking-up 
competing or members of public present. 

4. Injury resulting from direct contact with barbed wire, thorn hedges, low branches 
or other naturally occurring or constructed features of the landscape and from 
livestock that may be alarmed or disturbed. 

5. Hazards associated with the use of vehicles on private land or public highways or 
shoot transport such as trailers, gun buses, beaters transport etc. 

6. Hazards associated with being in the vicinity of machinery on private land or 
public highway. This is to include crop spraying activities and chemicals that may 
be associated with this operation. 

 
At risk are:- 

• Persons using shotguns (referred to as Guns) and their companions. 
• Persons employed or volunteering to drive game towards the Guns (referred to as 

Beaters) or to act as Flankers/Flaggers or Stops. 
• Those Beaters placed in charge of the line (Steward of the Beat), normally the 

Gamekeeper. 
• Persons employed or Volunteers or Competitors that collect and retrieve shot 

game with dogs (referred to as Pickers-up) 
• Those Volunteers, Officials and Judges who are present to run the Field Trial. 
• Drivers of vehicles, spectators and Members of the Public. 

 
  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/


B. Code of Practice to be observed by all persons taking part or watching 
an authorised Field Trial, or other Gundog related activity such as 
Gundog Working Tests, Gundog Training Events and Demonstrations. 
 

1. The organiser will brief all present before moving off. A copy of this Risk 
Assessment will be displayed/made available for inspection within the 
Organisation’s meeting point/registration area and in the ‘Running Card’ 

2. Vehicles provided to transport Guns, Competitors and Officials must be suitable for 
the purpose and the terrain that is to be encountered. Adequate seating must be 
provided. Dogs will not be allowed in the driving compartment of the vehicles. 
The driver of each vehicle must be acquainted with the vehicle, the route and 
terrain over which they are to travel and be aware of the other vehicles in the 
party. 

3. All persons involved should wear suitable non-restrictive clothing, adequate to 
provide protection from the elements and stout water-resistant footwear. 

4. The Shoot Captain (Steward of the Beat) will be responsible for ensuring that the 
Guns comply with these requirements: 

a. All Guns must be known to be suitably experienced Shots, competent at 
handling shotguns in a safe manner and must be in possession of a valid 
shotgun certificate and have Public Liability Insurance. 

b. Guns to provide their own hearing and eye protection. 
c. All participants: Guns, Competitors, Judges and Officials must be 

conversant with and support the BASC Code of Good Shooting Practice 
and Guns with the BASC Shotgun Safety Code of Practice. 

5. Whilst the requirements of the Law and the conditions of holding a Shotgun 
Certificate prevail, Guns must not leave their shotguns and ammunition 
unattended under any circumstance. 

6. Guns must be conversant and experienced in game shooting, additionally they 
must be conversant with the particular activity of shooting at a Field Trial, what 
takes place how this may require them to approach their taking of shots; 
particularly that greater numbers of people are present in various capacities and 
that those people may be located in positions different to those usually 
encountered on a customary game shoot. 

7. Guns must keep their weapons unloaded in a covered slip until arrival at their 
allocated position. Whether loaded or unloaded, Guns must keep muzzle 
awareness of their weapon upmost in their mind at all times. 

8. A pre-arranged signal will be given to Guns to indicate the start and completion of 
each drive, no shots should be fired outside of these two signals. Guns must be 
unloaded until the starting signal is given. Immediately the completion signal is 
given at the end of the drive Guns to unload their weapon and, until such time as 
they have returned them to a covered slip, carry them open to prove them 
unloaded. 

9. A shot should be taken only when it is safe to do so. Guns must be aware at all 
times of the proximity of those closest to them: other Guns, Beaters, 
Flankers/Flaggers, Stops, Pickers-up, Officials, Judges, Competitors and Members 
of the Public; the location of footpaths, bridleways, highways and livestock in the 
vicinity. 

10. In the event of an emergency the drive/trial will be suspended immediately and all 
weapons must be unloaded and placed back in the covered slip. Should this 
occurrence be caused by the involvement of persons that are opposed to the 
activity the Steward of the Beat in consultation with the Chief Steward and Judges 



must arrange to vacate the ground and avoid confrontation. 
11. All members of the party must respect the property on which they are invited 

guests, be aware of the local terrain and any likely hazards and conduct 
themselves in a friendly and environmentally sensitive way. 

12. Members or the Public and Competitors that are not in line must stay with the 
RED FLAG (if there is one in use) or in the area directed by the designated 
Stewards at all times and obey the instruction of Officials or Members of the 
Estate staff. 

13. Everybody involved must keep away from agricultural and forestry machinery, 
installations and stacked timber/logs (which must not be climbed on), although 
they will not normally be in the areas where the shoot is taking place. 
 
 

If this Code of Practice is observed, the risk to human health and safety posed by possible 
hazards that may be encountered during this authorised activity are deemed to be low. 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The London Working Spaniel Society supports the BASC Code of Good 
Shooting Practice and the BASC Shotgun Safety Code of Practice. 

The Society requires Field Trial and Test Secretaries, organisers, competitors, 
helpers and those involved in promoting Field Trial, Gundog Working Test and 

other club activities, such as Training to comply. 
To obtain a copy of the codes visit www.basc.org.uk 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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